
De�r��� Al�a,

Bet���� qu����n� an� si��t���i�g t�e im���s���e, I fin� li��l� f�e� ti�� to w�i��. I fe�� a li��l� ba� ab���

t�i�, be����e t�e po�� de����r� is as����di��l� go�� he��. Har��y an���� w�i��s le���r�, so I’ve re����d a

pe���n�� ag����en� wi�� se����l g�iffi�s: The�’l� de����r a le���r an��h��� on t�e co���n��� if I s�e�d an

ho�� b�a���n� flow��� in t�e�� ma��. The g�iffi�s he�� lo�� co��� an� de����te ar���g��e�t�, bu� t�e� la��

t�e ma���� de���r��� re����ed fo� su�� fine wo��. An� t�e�� ha�� is so so� an� t�i�k, it’s a p�e���n� ho��

fo� me, to�. But t�i� le���r’s mo�� diffi���t to de����r, si��� ap����n��y t�e� do�’t ha�� p�o��s�o�� fo� se���n�

le���r� t��o�g� do��� t�a� ar� on�� oc����on���y an� un���d���ab�� po���l� to diff����t wo��d�. Go figu��.

In an� ca��, t�e��'s li��l� us� wo��y��� ab��� pu��t���i�y, be����e ev�� if de����r� in t�i� wo��d is

p�o�p�, t�e�� is s�i�l t�e ma���r of diff����ce� in ti�� flow be����n o�r wo��d�. I ha��, fo� in���n��,

al����y re����ed yo�� re��y to t�i� le���r, an� I am g�a� to he�� t�a� al� is we�� an� t�a� yo�� qu���

p�o���d� ap���. I’l� no� sa� mo�� t�a� t�a�, si��� I’m no� in t�e ha��� of c�e���n� te���r�� pa����xe� an�

I’m no� ke�� to s�a�t.

The la�� ti�� I w�o��, I wa� in se���h of t�e fa���d Key to t�e Hid��� Loc�. In t�e en�, I fo���

t�e Key in a d�a��r in t�e ca��l�’s ba����n�; tu��s o�t t�e ki�� f�o� a fe� ce���r�e� ag� le� it t�e�� an�

fo���t ab��� it. Of co����, I on�� di���v��e� t�a� a��r ma���g m� wa� t��o�g� t�e Maz� of Mem���, t�e

Se� of Sol����e, t�e For��� of For���f���es�, an� so on, an� so on. Yo� k�o� t�e ki��: lo�� of t�i��s an�

t�i��l��i��s, pe���n�� refl����on an� re����ti���, an� t�e�c���t me���h��� on t�e hu��� co���t�o�. It

su�� wo���’ve sa��� ev����ne—an� me es����al��—a lo� of t�o��l� if he ju�� jo���d do�� a no��. Yo� k�o�,

so���h��� li��: “Off to ab����te, le� t�e m��ti��� ke� to t�e ga�� of o�r la�� in d�a��r 32A. Ta-ta!”

But t�e go�� ne�� is t�a� t�e Hid��� Loc� wa� ri��t t�e�� ne�� to t�e Key, no� so ve�� hi���n

a��r al�. Con����en� fo� me, si��� no� in����d of he����g o�t im����at��� on a se���d qu���, I ha�� so��

ti�� to ex���r� t�i� p�a�� an� le��� ab��� it� hi���r�. For ex���l�, t�a� fo���t��� ki��? Las� on� ev��. He

fo��� it te���u� to be ki��, an� ev����ne el�� fo��� it te���u� to ha�� a ki��, so t�e� ju�� s�o�p�� wi�� t�e

w�o�� bu����s� al����t�e�. Now t�e ca��l� is a bu��l��� wa� s�a���n an� te����n� ho���.

The be��fi� fo� me is t�a� t�e in����ta��s ne��� t�i�� to c�o�n me ki��, as is an un���t��a��l�

co���n ha��� am��� offw���d�. In an� ca��, m� ca���� as an in����ra�� bo�� ad���t an� am���u� qu����r

ha��l� p�e��r�� me to le�� a na����. Plu�, yo� k�o� we�� m� s�o��c�’s se���t��i�y: Ric� fo���, po��, an�

ce����n� do no� ag��� wi�� it. So re���y t�i� o�t���e is al����t�e� ag���a�l� to ev����ne.



O-ho! w�a�'s t�i�? A k�o�k at t�e do��. Giv� me a mi���� . . .

A la��� mu��r��� ha� re����te�, on be���f of t�e fo���t fo��, m� p�e��n�� at a ba����t to g�e��

t�e offw���d�� (me) in se����l we���’ ti��. A ba����t is os���s���y a si��l� aff��r: yo� go, yo� e�t, yo�

re���n; so in p�i�c���� I ha�� p�e�t� of ti�� be���� he����g o�t. But we bo�� k�o� ho� t�e�� t�i�g� go: I'l�

su���y fin� a c�i�d w�o ne��� re����n� al��� t�e wa�, or be���� em����le� in s��va� po����c�, or be su���n��

t�a�s���t�� to t�e ot��� si�� of t�e co���n���. Bes� to ge� a he�� s�a�t.

So I'l� en� t�i� le���r he��, jo����y fo���t-wa�� to���r��, an� se�� t�i� b� g�iffi� wi�� wi���s of

sa���y, co���n���n�, an� wo���r. Bes� of lu�� wi�� t�e Cha����. Wri�� w�e� yo� ca�.

Ned


